Permanent cerebral blindness after cardiac catheterization.
Cerebral blindness is usually a transient event that can complicate cardiac catheterization. The neurologic deficit clears in 1-3 days. We present a patient who developed permanent cerebral blindness after undergoing transfemoral cardiac catheterization. Bilateral hemorrhagic occipitotemporal infarcts were demonstrated on magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). The patient also demonstrated denial of blindness and had transient memory disturbances due to occipitotemporal lobe infarct. The probable source of the emboli was cardiac.